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Where to begin?

• Build a chronology, 
working backwards

• Use land deeds (if still 
existing)



Source: HM Land Registry - www.gov.uk/government/organisations/land-registry



Source: HM Land Registry - www.gov.uk/government/organisations/land-registry



Maps

Source: Old Maps Online - www.oldmapsonline.org

1872



Maps

Source: Old Maps Online - www.oldmapsonline.org

1872



Maps

Source: National Library of Scotland - www.nls.uk

1907



Maps

Source: National Library of Scotland - www.nls.uk

1931



1907 1931



Source: TheGenealogist - www.thegenealogist.co.uk (£)

2024

http://www.thegenealogist.co.uk/


Source: TheGenealogist - www.thegenealogist.co.uk (£)

1900 / 
2024

http://www.thegenealogist.co.uk/


Source: TheGenealogist - www.thegenealogist.co.uk (£)

2024

http://www.thegenealogist.co.uk/


Source: TheGenealogist - www.thegenealogist.co.uk (£)

1910

Lloyd George 
Survey

http://www.thegenealogist.co.uk/


Source: TheGenealogist - www.thegenealogist.co.uk (£)

1910

Lloyd George 
Survey

http://www.thegenealogist.co.uk/


Source: TheGenealogist - www.thegenealogist.co.uk (£)

1838

Tithe Maps

http://www.thegenealogist.co.uk/


Kent Library & Family History Centre 

holds a wealth of maps including:

• Agricultural classification maps

• Archaeology maps

• Estate maps

• Listed building map

• Ordnance Survey maps;

• Railways

• Tithe maps

• Geology maps

• Footpath maps

• Wildlife habitat maps

• Land utilisation maps

Other Maps



Other Maps • Several documents relating to Stanford & 
Westenhanger at the National Archives

• Most need to be seen onsite (Kew)
• Use Discovery search online to identify records

Source: The National Archives - www.discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk 

http://www.discovery.nationalarchives.gov.uk/


Source: Historic England - www.historicengland.org.uk 

2016



2017

Source: Historic England - www.historicengland.org.uk 



Source: Historic England - www.historicengland.org.uk 

1944



Source: Historic England - www.historicengland.org.uk 

1944



Source: Historic England - www.historicengland.org.uk 

1940



Source: Historic England - www.historicengland.org.uk 

1940



Census

• 1841, 1851, 1861, 1871, 1881, 
1891, 1901, 1911, 1921 all open 
to the public

• Available in various locations 
online (Ancestry, FindmyPast, 
MyHeritage)

• Ancestry & FindmyPast available 
for free in Kent libraries 
(including Ashford Library)



1921

Source: Ancestry - www.ancestry.co.uk

http://www.thegenealogist.co.uk/


1911





1901



1901

Yew Tree Cottages?



1901

Yew Tree Cottages?

Mount Pleasant?



1901

Yew Tree Cottages?

Mount Pleasant?

Rose Villa?



Lloyd George Survey, 1910
(TheGenealogist)



Lloyd George Survey, 1910
(TheGenealogist)



1901

Yew Tree Cottages

Mount Pleasant?

Rose Villa



1891



1841





• Kent Library & Family History Centre hold 
electoral registers for the area from 1832

• No women were included until 1918
• From 1928 everyone over the age of 21 was 

able to vote
• Registers less than 10 years old are closed

Electoral Registers



Available at Kent Library & Family History Centre, Maidstone (appointment needed)



Source: Ancestry - www.ancestry.co.uk (or FindmyPast)

• Taken in September 1939 to 
prepare for ID cards

• Taken over by the NHS
• Subject to closure rules 

(deceased / over 100 only)
• Available at Ancestry and 

FindmyPast

1939 Register

http://www.ancestry.co.uk/






www.freebmd.org.uk (free & comprehensive up to 1984) Or www.ancestry.co.uk (dates more recent)

http://www.freebmd.org.uk/
http://www.ancestry.co.uk/


www.gro.gov.uk/gro/content/certificates

• Birth, marriage & death 
certificates available 1837 – 2024

• Digital certificates (instant 
download) available for £3 for 
certain years

• Paper certificates (posted) 
available for £11

• PDF certificates (download after 
4-6 days) available for £7







Parish Registers



Stanford Parish Registers:

• Baptisms 1556 - 1897
• Marriages 1559 – 1927
• Burials 1556 - 1990

Source: FindmyPast - www.findmypast.co.uk (£ or at Kent Libraries)

http://www.findmypast.co.uk/






• More up-to-date (original) parish registers held at 
Canterbury Cathedral Archives (free but with appointment)



• Source: Kent Archives – www.kentarchives.org.uk
(some indexes online but original records in Maidstone)

http://www.kentarchives.org.uk/


Newspapers

Kent newspapers available for free at Kent Libraries



www.britishnewspaperarchive.co.uk www.findmypast.co.uk



27 April 1995

03 November 1925

30 May 1941 20 July 1945

22 July 1944

08 October 1927

17 August 1989

09 April 1867

15 May 1992

11 September 1812



Obituaries

17 July 1937

28 October 1960

09 February 1909

11 April 1941

28 May 1927



Death certificate £3 from www.gro.gov.uk

Wills £1.50 from probatesearch.service.gov.uk 

http://www.gro.gov.uk/
http://probatesearch.service.gov.uk/






Conclusion
• Build a chronology and work backwards
• Consult various maps / aerial photographs
• Use the census / parish registers to build out past residents
• Use genealogy documents (birth, marriage, death records)
• Consult local newspapers
• Check holdings at Kent Family History & Library Centre and The 

National Archives
• Be wary of spelling variations (Standford / Westernhanger)
• Be wary of house name changes
• Be wary of road name variations (Stone Street / Station Street / 

Stanford Street)
• Be persistent! 



Where to find me…

• Website: www.nathandylangoodwin.com
• Facebook: www.facebook.com/nathandylangoodwin
• BlueSky: @NathanDylanGoodwin 
• Instagram: www.Instagram.com/nathandylangoodwin

This presentation can be downloaded at:
www.nathandylangoodwin.com/researchyourhome 

http://www.nathandylangoodwin.com/
http://www.facebook.com/nathandylangoodwin
http://www.instagram.com/nathandylangoodwin
http://www.nathandylangoodwin.com/researchyourhome
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